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has fallen among the Nounoumas, another tribe of the French
Sudan, the chief of the village takes a hen into his field. If
there is in the field a tamarind, a karite> or a cailcedrat> he
pours the blood of the fowl over the tree. But if there is no
such tree he pours the blood of the fowl upon the earth. The
sacrifice is offered to the Earth and the Forest to procure a
good crop. They also invoke the Good God or Heaven. In
the mind of the negro the tree is, firstly, a child of the earth,
since the Earth bears it upon its breast, and secondly a repre-
sentative of the Forest, since the forest is formed of grass,
plants, and trees. Thus to offer a sacrifice to a tree is at the
same time to offer it to the Earth and the Forest, the two great
divinities of productivity. That is why, when there is a tree
in the field, they pour the blood of the hen upon it. Three
divinities are thus honoured by this sacrifice : the inferior
divinity of the tree itself, and the more powerful divinities of
the Earth and the Forest, It is needless to explain why at
time of sowing sacrifices are offered to the two latter divinities:
it is the Earth which controls the growth of the grain, it is the
Forest which is the divinity of vegetation in general.1 The
Kassounas-Fras, another tribe of the French Sudan, also offer
sacrifices to trees. They have sacred trees, either at the gate
of the village, or in the fields. Each of these sacred trees has
its master, whose leave must be obtained by any person who
wishes to sacrifice to the trees. They offer sacrifices every
time that the diviner bids them do so. The sacrifice consists
of a hen, millet-meal, and sometimes a small pebble. The
Kassounas-Fras have also sacred woods. It is the Chief of
the Earth, assisted by the elders of the village, who offers
sacrifices to the sacred wood each time that the diviner tells
him to do so. The sacrifice offered to the Sacred Wood is
also offered to the Earth, of which the Sacred Wood is the
child. In these sacred woods there are small heaps of stones
at which these sacrifices are offered. At present one may
walk in the sacred woods. Formerly it was severely
prohibited to do so. But on no account may one cut wood
there.2
The Nankanas, another tribe of the French Sudan, sacri-
fice to sacred trees, which may be at the gate of the village, or
1 L. Tauxier, op. cit. pp. 190 sg.             * L. Tauxier, op. cit. p. 237.